L>60                                         BOMBAY HARBOUR.

known. Parsons in 1771 notices it. The first story seems
much older than the upper ones and may be Portuguese, and
built for a watch-tower by day and to hold a watch-fire by night.
Our Kolaba is a curious place, having a lighthouse without a
light and, since the Extramural Act, a burial-ground without
a burial.* Some people fancy there is always a great noise
as of Bedlam about this spot, but I am sure a buggywalla
will make more noise haggling for his fare than all these
irrational creatures in the Asylum, Sometimes, at midnight,
even when the moon is at the full, it seems as if the wand of a
magician had passed over the whole place. "He giveth his
beloved sleep:" aud there is not a sound to break the silence
except the cry of some sea-bird.

"When Du Perron was in Bombay in 17G1, he notices that
one of the Councillors had a country house here, where he gave
afternoon tea. It was, no doubt, 011 the site of Morley Hall,
now the Gymnasium. Bathing is now made easy at Kolaba,
but in former times at the Point it was a matter of some
difficulty to catch the water at a sufficient depth in those
screened enclosures of the fishermen. Once afloat in the water
it was pleasant enough to lie and watch the first segment of the
sun. making its appearance above the horizon. While thus
cruising partly on land and partly on water, we may as well
notice, in the distribution of the two elements, a resemblance
between Bombay and Alexandria. That it is not altogether fanci-
ful any one may judge for himself by placing plans of the two
cities before him. You see in each case a double-pronged pro-
montory running out to the sea, with a shallow and useless haven
011 the one side, and a great harbour on the other side, that could
shelter, if need be, the navies of the world. Such is the topo-
graphy of these two great maritime cities, and a closer inspec-
tion will discover several other features of resemblance which
have been noticed in Alexandria | by Bombay people, though
we have never heard who was the Alexander who first pointed

* Kolaba churchyard is full of champak trees. The cliampak flowers all
the year round, the blossoms falling on the graves from January to December.
In the Cruise of the Marchese, 1881, this is noted, and the fact that in the
Far East for this reason they are called " the dead man's flowers."

t The plan of Alexandria in ancient times was likened to a Macedonian
cloak, which in its turn is like a Mexican Poncho.